PREFATORY NOTE

The Cambridge History of English I/iterature was first pub-
lished between the years 1907 and 1916, The General Index
Volume was issued in 1927.

In the preface to Volume I the general editors explained
their intentions. They proposed to give a connected account
of the successive movements of English literature, to describe
the work of writers both of primary and of secondary impor-
tance, and to discuss the interaction between English and
foreign literatures. They included certain allied subjects such
as oratory, scholarship, journalism and typography, and they
did not neglect the literature of America and the British
Dominions. The History was to unfold itself, "unfettered by
any preconceived notions of artificial eras or controlling dates,"
and its judgments were not to be regarded as final.

This reprint of the text and general index of the History is
issued in the hope that its low price may make it easily available
to a wider circle of students and other readers who wish to have
OB their shelves the full story of English literature.
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